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INTERNATIONAL FERTILITY FEDERATION COMMENTS ON NEW
STANDARDS FOR CROSS-BORDER REPRODUCTIVE CARE

The International Federation of Fertility Societies (IFFS) has been working with the
European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE) in support of the
ESHRE Good Practice Guide for Cross Border Reproductive Care.

Commenting on the ESHRE standard, Mr Richard Kennedy (Coventry, UK), General
Secretary of the International Federation of Fertility Societies said:

“The International Federation of Fertility Societies is leading a global effort to raise
clinical standards and welcomes this guide from ESHRE. While the ESHRE paper
produces important guidance in a European context, the movement of patients
across international boundaries has emerged as an increasingly important global
phenomenon providing significant challenges to safequarding patient safety.

In practical terms, this means that often patients will travel to countries where
standards of care may be very different to that available in their home country, or
where there is variability of care from clinic to clinic. It is inevitable in such a rapidly
growing and internationalised field, that there will be wide variation in practice and
development of services. We need to ensure the global infertility family commits to
common goals in standards of care. The ESHRE guidance is an important step down
this road, and the IFFS is working with ESHRE and our other international partners to
achieve the goal of maximum patient safety.”

Ends

Notes for Editors

The IFFS (http://www.iffs-reproduction.org/) is the global body representing
national fertility societies. In September 2010 the IFFS published the IFFS
Surveillance Report, which reviews fertility legislation throughout the world; legal
restrictions are one of the main reasons for patients travelling for fertility treatment.
This report can be downloaded at: http://www.iffs-
reproduction.org/documents/IFFS Surveillance 2010.pdf

The IFFS oversees the triennial World Congress on Fertility and Sterility; the next
World Congress will be a joint meeting with the American Society for Reproductive
Medicine, in Boston in 2013.

For more information, or for comment or background on assisted reproduction in a
global context, contact the IFFS press officer, Tom Parkhill:

e-mail: tom@parkhill.it
Tel: +44 131 208 3008

* Note: Details on the ESHRE guide and press statement can be obtained from the
ESHRE Press Officer, Hanna Hanssen, hanna@eshre.eu




